Habra has sold 4 firms
since college graduation

Jacyues Habra said he and his family
are probably mone in love with being LS,
citizens than many who are born here.

Habra, 33, was bom in Lebanon. "We
realize: how incredible it is 1o be in a coun-
try with such opportunities and freedom
and a system of checks and balances that
protect individuals® opportuni-
ties.” Habra said. One of Hab-
ra’s companies, Noospheric,
provides sirategic consulting
for small to mid-sized emerg-
ing companies, developing
business models, marketing
strategzy and operational plans
to achieve strong results,

Noosphreic has been around
for seven years. It has partnered
with mare than 15 companies,
and performed a range of con
sulting duties, from providing
marketing and technical support 1o acting
a5 in-house CEQ. Habra’s firm also has
acted as an angel invesior

His ather company, First Click SEOQ,
mncreases the visibility of Web sites 1o
their target market, working (o increase
search engine rankings, traffic and ulti-
mately transactions.

Since graduating from the University
of Michizan, Habra has grown amd sold
four other companies he has owned., a feat
he considers his greatest accomplishment
so far. 1 developed a passion for growing
companies and ultimately selling them,
arl feel that the Internet 15 the best way 1o
reach 4 targel markes "

In Samta Barbara, he’s involved with
the American Heart Association, the Red
Cross, and Sarah House, a2 small not-for-
profit crganization that provides hospice
and end-of-life care o low-income peo-
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What was your first job?

“T had a paper route delivering the Ka-
lamazoo, Mich., Gazette, 1 was 12 years
old. I remember my father waking me up
at 5 in the morning on Sundays in French,
becanse we spoke French at home. He
would kean into me and say, “Cour-
age, courage.’ telling me 0 have
courage because | didn't wamt 1o
g0 out in the snow and deliver pa-
pers to 300 people.

Where's your favorite place
to get coffiee?

“Finestra on Figueroa or North-
star Coffee [both on State Strest in
Santa Barhara,|”

What are the top three songs
on your {Pod?

“The Way I Are” by Timbal-
and, ‘Banana Pancakes® by Jack
Johnson and “So Lonely” by The Police.”

Where will you take your next vaca-
tion?

"I think I'm going to head to Peru and
Brazil and Argentina. Maybe Panama,
00"

Where's your favorite local pet-
away?

"1 love going to Big Sur. 1 go to the
Vemana Inn.”

Who's yvour role model?

"My mom is definitely a robe model.
She's constantly improving herself and
finding opportunities to learn a new lan-
guage or discover some new skill. She
Just reinvests herself, and 1 bove that abows
her™

What are the next three movies in
your Netllix gqueue?

*“Superbad,” “Cashhack,” and “Weirds-

ville™



